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Could my pet

have an allergy?

DID YOU know that it's not just
fleas that can give your pet an
itchy skin? Allergies are immune
reactions in which an animal
responds abnormally to common,
usually harmless substances; these
substances are called allergens.

Our pets come into contact with
allergens in three main ways:
allergens can be inhaled (e.g.
pollens), contact (e.g. flea bite al-

lergy where certain pets develop an -

allergy to flea saliva) and ingested
(c.g. food allergies).

Whatever the route of exposure,
susceptible pets usually react with
itchiness, leading to hair loss and
inflamed and infected skin. Face
rubbing, paw chewing and ear
infections are common signs.
Diagnosis of the causes of allergic
skin disease can be tricky, but
blood tests and skin testing can
help us to identify what substances
in the environment individual
animals are allergic to, and food
allergy trials can enable identifica-
tion of food allergies.

Common culprits include various
pollens, fleas and housedust mites,
as well as common food ingredi-
ents such as beef, pork and wheat.
Once allergens have heen identi-
fied, they should be avoided as far
as is practical. Flea saliva allergies
are greatly improved by effective

flea control, and food allergies may :

be improved by cutting out food

types that cause a reaction, Inhaled -

allergens are more difficult to con-
trol, but new forms of medication
can offer much needed relief.
Don't let itching drive your pet
mad! Call us for an appointment!

Telephone: Victoria Veterinary Centre 01457 852367
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GOT an itch? You will have by
the time you've read this!...
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As the weather gets warmer,

any flea eggs lurking in

carpets and bedding, or

outside in parks and gar-

dens, will start to hatch

— developing (via larval

. stages) into adult fleas (see

+ the flea life-cycle diagram).

- ®7 Adult fleas are very able

hoppers and will quickly

make their home in your pet’s
coat where they will repeat-

- edly feed on their blood. This

can cause a multitude of prob-

lems including skin itchiness,

rashes, infections, hair loss

and even anaemia and weak-

ness. If this isn't bad enough,

they can bite us as well!
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Worse still, each female

flea can lay around 50
eggs per day which drop
off pets and fall into carpets,
bedding and outside areas.
With a life cycle (in warm
summer or centrally heated
conditions) of around one
month, the number of fleas
in a household can rapidly
reach epidemic proportions!
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The flea life-cycle
Ticks are another parasite
to watch out for at this time
of year as tick numbers also
increase in warmer weather
with dogs and cats picking
them up in areas of grassland
and heathland. Once attached
(see photo top right), ticks
feed on your pet's blood,
often for several days.

An itchy problem!

Ticks can cause problems in
two ways — firstly by causmg
a tissue reaction at
the attachment site
and secondly by :
transmitting serious '
blood borne diseases
such as Babesiosis and Lyme
disease, to name just two!

So, NOW is a good time to
make sure you are up to date
with flea and tick treatments!
Please let us advise you on
the best form of flea and tick
control for your pet!

And remember, when treating
pets for fleas, it is essential

to treat ALL the pets in the
household and don't forget
the carpets and bedding!
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Guinea Pigs: Top tips

GUINEA pigs are great pets that are fun to look after and form a close bond with their own-
ers, especially if they are handled regularly. They can be kept as outdoor or indoor pets, but
if they are kept outside they need their hutch to be well protected from rain and direct sun.

They enjoy plenty of exercise and do well if given time out of the hutch in the house or in a
run each day. Coming from the South American grasslands, they are
best fed on a diet of grass, hay, fruit and vegetables together with
some high quality commercially prepared food.

Throughout the year, guinea pigs should be checked every day;
problems to watch out for include chest infections (that can follow
bad weather or stress), diarrhoea (which can relate to infections |
or change in diet), skin disease due to mange mites and dental
problems (usually associated with overgrown teeth). Prompt ;
treatment always gives the best chance of recovery, so any prob- |
lems should be dealt with quickly. Please give us a call if you \
would like any more information.

Telephone: Thornbrook Veterinary Clinic 01298 812066
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