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VICTORIA VETERINARY

Dear Clients,

Welcome to the latest edition of
‘Victoria Veterinary Centre News',

I am sure evervone already knows,
but just in case vou don't, let me
tell you that both Janet and Dawn
are proud mums! The latest ad-
ditions to the Victoria Veterinary
Centre *family” are both boys. Con-
aratulations to Janet and Dawn!
Christmas is now not far away so

I would like to ask vou to support
our "GIVE A STRAY A CHRISTMAS
DINNER" appeal. Every vear we
make a collection of dog and cat
food, which is passed on to local
animal rescue centres. Please help

us to mike the 2008 collection the

biggest and best ever! Unfortunate-
Iv the rescue centres are always
full of unwanted cats and dogs.

If vou are thinking of taking on 4
new pet please consider giving @
stray @ home; our staff will always
be pleased to advise you about
finding @ new dog or cat.

Did you know that, with a few
exceptions, it is illegal to dock
dog’s tails? Since April 2007, only
certain breeds, which are usually
working dogs, can have their tails
legally docked. Docked puppies
must have a certificate signed by
the breeder and the Veterinary
Surgeon that carried out the dock-
ing procedure. They must also be
microchipped by the time they are
3 months old. 1f you purchase
puppy with a docked tail, please
ask the breeder for the docking
certificate. 1f vou need any advice
or help regarding this, or any
other matters concerning pets,
please talk to any of our staff.
With best wishes from all at
Victoria Yeterinary Centre.

Should | have my pet neutered?

THE most obvious reason

for spaying or neutering is

to prevent adding to the pet
population. However there are
other real benefits, particularly
relating to vour pet’s health!

In female dogs, heat periods
usually occur twice a vear
and last about three weeks.
During this time vour dog will

be receptive to the advances of
un-neutered male dogs in vour

area. In both sexes the urge
to mate can lead to roaming,
fighting, aggression, excessive
barking, howling and other

unwelcome canine behaviours.

Worse still, this can result in

vour pet hecoming a stray and
possibly becoming involved
in a road traffic accident.
Female cats come
" into heat as often

; as every two weeks,
and won't stop unless they're
allowed to reproduce. Male
cats, unless neutered, will
mark their territory by “spray-
ing™ objects inside and outside
the house with strong smell-
ing urine. Additionally " 7
they are frequently £
involved in fights;
sexual contact and
fighting also risks
the transmission of 0
deadly viruses.

In females, spaving, or ovario-
hysterectomy, is the surgical

removal of the animal’s ovaries

and uterus. As well as prevent-
ing seasons (and of course

pregnancies!), spaying also
removes the possibility of life
threatening uterine infections
(called pvometras). The inci-
dence of mammary tumours
is also greatly reduced as an
added benefit.

In male dogs and cats, neuter-
ing involves the removal of
both testes. Neutering reduces
vour male pet’s urge to stray,

‘llltl in dogs can be of help in
Ay

a, reducing excessive

W, sexual drive and
2 also in reducing
3: the incidence of

" prostate problems.
Neutered male cats
are far less likelv to get
into fights and urine spray.
Finally, if vou would like any
further information on the
benefits of neutering vour pets.
please don't hesitate to ask!

Does my pet have worms?

DOES worming your pet seem like a constant battle? Unfortunately,
you can't vaccinate pets against worms, so regular de-worming
treatment is the only way to ensure your pet stays worm free!
Although there are many varieties of worms, the two major types

are roundworms and tapeworms:

Roundworms live in the small intestines and are spaghetti like in appearance. They
shed thousands of tiny eggs which pass out in pets’ faeces and pollute the environ-
ment. Dogs and cats are re-infected by unwittingly eating eggs in the environment.
These eggs also pose some risk to children if inadvertently swallowed.

Tapeworms are segmented in nature and also live in the small intestines. They shed
segments containing eggs, which pass out in the faeces. The eggs may then be
eaten by a number of intermediate hosts — these include fleas and also small =
. rodents such as mice and voles (see photo). Cats catch and eat small ﬁ'a. v
rodents, and both cats and dogs swallow fleas as they groom themselves — *"-r -
and in the process, reinfect themselves with tapeworms.

However the good news is that worms can be prevented by following a few simple
rules. Worm your pets regularly, use regular flea control, keep gardens clear of faeces, and
when out and about, clear up mess and use appropriate bins. Additionally, encourage chil-

dren to wash their hands properly after playing with pets or in the garden. Finally, please let
us advise you on the most suitable worm and flea control regime for your pet!

Telephone: Victoria Veterinary Centre 01457 852367

Telephone: Thornbrook Veterinary Clinic 01298 812066
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